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What Constitutes Co-Authoring? 

A Single 
Document 

Simultaneous  
Editing 

Multiple 
Contributors 



What Constitutes Co-Authoring? 

Time 

Document Contributors 



Should We Co-
Author? 
 





  
Step 1: Client decides sales structure  

Step 2: Interview client  

Step 3: Obtain precedents  

Step 4: Diligence  

Step 5: Draft contract  

Step 6: Circulate to client and other advisors  

Step 7: Collect comments and refine  

Step 8: Publish official version  

Step 9: Collect common problems with contract 

and make periodic revisions  

 

Contract Drafting Process 
Courtesy  of Eric Goldman 
(http://www.ericgoldman.org/contracts/contractdraftingchecklists.htm) 

Drafting a Form Agreement. 

{ 



When Does the Traditional Process 
Start to Break? 
 

άΧDeltaview ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Řƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǳƴƘŜƭǇŦǳƭΧΦέ 

άΧ ƛŦ you have 10 reviewers, and they make conflicting comments, the person in 

charge of finalizing the document needs to go to the people who have made 

those commentsΦέ   

άLǘΩǎ very inefficient, and creates confusionΦέ  

άΧ ƘƛŜǊŀǊŎƘȅ of comments. ά  

άΧ ƛǘΩǎ an easy way to have a very annoyed supervisor or client. ά 

- Laura Zagar, Partner, Perkins Coie 













Could We Co-Author? 
 





Three Obstacles to Adoption 

Your Filing System Your Habits Your Insecurities 



Available Technologies 
What do we need to make all this work? 



"...Drive feels more in 
touch with the 

desktop than ever 
before." TechCrunch, 
June 25, 2014 (here) 

http://techcrunch.com/2014/06/25/googles-redesigned-drive-focuses-on-speed-office-compatibility-and-security/
http://techcrunch.com/2014/06/25/googles-redesigned-drive-focuses-on-speed-office-compatibility-and-security/




What does this look 
like? 
 



In Our Demonstration Queue 
Demo: Live! Co-Authoring across multiple platforms 

¢ǿƻ CƭŀǾƻǊǎ ¢Ƙŀǘ 5ƻƴΩǘ ¢ŀǎǘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΗΚ  

Microsoft Office 365 
Office 2013, Office Web 

Apps, Mobile Apps, 
OneDrive 

Google Apps 
Docs, Sheets, Slides (local 
& cloud), Mobile Apps, 

Google Drive 



New: Google Drive Interface 



Chrome: Office Compatibility Mode ( OCM)  
"Natively" edit Microsoft Office files with Chrome Extension, Save in Google Drive 

Editing Microsoft Office files in Google Drive; 
Google Gooru, July 9, 2014 (here) 

http://www.googlegooru.com/editing-microsoft-office-files-in-google-drive/


Suggested Edits in Google Docs 
A new redline rendition (e.g., change tracking) - Google-style! 

Work with any file, on any device, any time with the new Google 
Docs, Sheets & Slides; Google Drive Blog, June 25, 2014 (here) 

http://googledrive.blogspot.com/2014/06/newdocssheetsslides.html


Version History in Office 
Who did what. When 



Sharing Files 
Who gets to play? 


